
The parish community of St. Mary’s extends a warm 
Welcome - Вітаємo 

to everyone who is with us today, especially all visitors. 
We are pleased that you have come to pray with us this Sunday. May the Lord bless You.

ST. MARY’S  UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH 
Церква Матері Божої Неустанної Помочі 

Our Mother of  Perpetual Help 
155 Catherine Street,  Yorkton, SK  S3N 0B9 

VOL. 58, NO. 20                        PARISH BULLETIN                  SEPT 26 & OCT 3, 2021

DIVINE LITURGY SCHEDULE    
SUNDAY 

     Saturday           5:00  pm      English 
      Sunday            9:00  am      Ukrainian 

                  11:00 am     English  
 

HOLY DAYS 
9:00  am    

 
WEEKDAYS 

        8:00 am    Monday - Friday 
      9:00 am               Saturday  

SUNDAY 
COLLECTION  
SEPT 12, 2021 
SEPT 19, 2021 

Received on 69 Regular Envelopes (Sept 12)................................................. $ 1,814.00 
Received on 64 Regular Envelopes (Sept 19) …............................................ $ 1,501.00 
Received in Loose Collection ………………........................................................ $ 64.10 
Received in 11 Other Envelopes …................................................................... $ 200.00 

 Христос Посеред нас ! 
     Є і буде !

Christ is Among Us ! 
He is and will be !

PASTORAL CARE OF THE  
UKRAINIAN REDEMPTORISTS  

Fr. Leonid Malkov, CSsR - Pastor 
Fr. Yevhen Zadorozhnyi, CSsR - Assistant Pastor    

**OFFICE HOURS**   
Tuesday - Thursday 

**9:00 am - 12:00 pm**     
Office 306-783-4594    

Info Line 306-782-0654 
Sick Calls - 306-229-1755 

BAPTISMS & MARRIAGES* by Appointment 
*Please contact the pastor at least six 

months before the wedding date.

C O N TA C T  I N F O R M AT I O N  
OFFICE: st.mary.yorkton@sasktel.net                 PASTOR: lmalkov@sasktel.net 
WEB: www.saintmarysyorkton.com        EPARCHY OF SASKATOON: www.skeparchy.org   

Eparchial Pastoral Council - Pat Thompson 306-782-9425     
                                     Parish Council President - Fred Schrader 306-621-7609  
Knights of Columbus - Steve Popowich  306-783-5441 UCWLC -             Gwen Bilyk   306-782-4093 
UCBC -           Dave Spelay   306-782-5320 Cultural Centre -Eugene Maystrowich 306-782-5004 
Golden Agers -           Verna Moroz   306-783-6293   Cultural Centre Manager - Stan Shymanski 306-782-1010 

“Pre-Authorized Giving” for  September  2021       $3,070.00

DATE TIME EPISTLE CANTOR USHERS ORGANIST
 

SAT SEPT 25
 

  5:00 pm     English

 
 
 
 Delores 

Oucharek  
 

  Delores 
Oucharek

  John Ostrowercha   Vicky Ostrowercha  

 

 

SUN SEPT 26  
18th Sunday  

after Pentecost 

 
 

   9:00 am      Ukrainian

 
 
 
 Elsie 

Stechyshyn  
 

  Lorne 
Stechyshyn

  Steve Popowich  
Sonia Popowich

 

   11:00 am     English
  Dave  

Spelay

   Laurie Fedorowich  Ron Wizniak
   Dave Spelay     Faye Spelay

  Iris 
Skehar 

 

SAT OCT 2
 

  5:00 pm     English

 
 
 
 Sonia 

Starling  
 

  Sonia 
Starling

   Tom Abrametz   Julie Abrametz  

 

 

SUN OCT 3  19th Sunday  
after Pentecost

 
 

    9:00 am      Ukrainian

 
 
 
 Ivan 

Bachynskyy  
 

  Lorne 
Stechyshyn

  Victor Puchala  
Vickie Puchala

 

   11:00 am     English
   Kathy 

Rusnak

   Laurie Fedorowich  Ron Wizniak
   Bob Rusnak     Kathy Rusnak

  Iris 
Skehar 

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BROTHERHOOD RECOGNITION  
 & TAG DAY   

WEEKEND OF OCTOBER 16TH & 17TH    
      The 2021 UCBC Crosses will be distributed at each entrance. If you need extras 
for those who are unable to receive one, please take one for them.  There will be a 

second collection during each Divine Liturgy. Thank you in advance for your donation.   
Your generosity will assist the Brotherhood with their many activities and projects.



UPCOMING EVENTS  
October 1 - 31 Thanksgiving Outreach Collection 
October 6 Divine Liturgy at Yorkton Crossing Retirement Community 10:30 am 
October 7 Divine Liturgy at Yorkton & District Nursing Home 10:30 am 
October 14 Divine Liturgy at Gladstone Seniors’ Residence 10:30 am 
October 15 Divine Liturgy at Bentley Retirement Community 10:30 am 
October 16 & 17 Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood Tag Day 
October 18 St. Mary’s Cultural Centre Board  Meeting 8:00 pm 
October 19 Parish Council Meeting 7:00 pm 
October 21 - 23 Clergy Study Days 
October 21 Divine Liturgy at Queen Elizabeth Court 1:30 pm 
October 26 Feast of the Great Martyr Demetrius 
October 28 Divine Liturgy at Theodore Health Centre 2:00 pm 

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon Eparchial Safeguarding Policy: 
Covenant of Care, Electronic Communication and Technology & Abuse and 
Misconduct Policy is a code of conduct which is designed to create safe and re-
spectful church communities and healthy ministerial relationships, and to protect 
people from abuse and the harm that results. 
To speak to someone about a concern please contact your Pastor, Parish Coordi-

nator of Care (PCC)  Deborah Larmour, Eparchial Coordinator of Care at (306)-653-0138 ext. 228; Cell: 
306-222-1475 or email: covenantofcare@skeparchy.org More information is available on the Eparchial 
Website, www.skeparchy.org. 

PLEASE NOTE:  
WE HAVE A DEFIBRILLATOR  IN THE SACRISTY IF THE NEED ARISES

PRAYER VIGIL - OCTOBER 1ST  
IN HONOUR OF  

THE PROTECTION OF THE MOTHER OF GOD  
The Fatima Prayer Apostolate will hold a prayer vigil on October 1st, in 

honour of the Protection of the Mother of God (Pokrov). This is an age-old 
holy day, dating back to the 10th century when an army of barbarians threat-
ened to annihilate Constantinople. The Mother of God, together with St. 
John the Baptist and other heavenly personages, appeared to a group of 

locals already consumed in prayer. They envisioned the Blessed Virgin and Her Heavenly mantle and cov-
ered the people. In response the inhabitants of the area prayerfully gathered in their churched and were 
spared their lives and their property through the intercession of the Mother of God.  This tribute to Our Lady 
has survived for many centuries. Let us continue to show Her the honour due Her and to ask for Her con-
tinuous intercession. 
 

All parishioners are invited to join in an hour of prayers following the October 1st Divine Liturgy.

Online Bible Study Sessions with Hieromonk Gregory Hrynkiw, ASTH 
On the Acts of the Apostles 

Tuesdays, 6:30 – 7:15 pm. October 5, 2021 to May 31, 2022 
 

Bible Study – Weekly sessions with Hieromonk Gregory Hrynkiw, ASTH will begin Tuesday, October 5, 
2021 and run through to May 31, 2022 (No sessions Dec-28; Jan-04, Feb-15, Apr-19 and May -03), 
meeting on-line via WebEx with Login from 6:15 pm and the sessions will run from 6:30 – 7:30 pm. 
Fr. Gregory will lead the scripture study on the Acts of the Apostles. To register, please contact the Sis-
ters Servants of Mary Immaculate (SSMI) at the Ukrainian Catholic Religious Education Centre 
(UCREC), by emailing them at rel.ed@sasktel.net or calling them at 306-652-1718, 306-653-1897 or 
306-380-8509. Once you have received the link and downloaded the WebEx App, you will get weekly invi-
tation notices from the Sisters to join in the sessions. A “goodwill offering” towards the sessions can be 
made by: (1). Cheque made out to Father Gregory Hrynkiw, mailed to the Ukrainian Catholic Religious 
Education Centre (UCREC) 214 Avenue M South, Saskatoon, SK S7M 2K4; (2). Via eTransfer from your 
bank mobile app or website to  asketerion@gmail.com[We are Auto Deposit registered, so no need for a 
security question or password. In the Message, simply type in your name], or (3). PayPal: https://www.pay-
pal.com/cgi-bin/webscr?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=SRTQSADRCRWCL&source=url

Are you between the ages of 35-64? Do you live in Saskatchewan? 
 
We are looking for middle-aged adults living in Saskatchewan to participate in a study to investigate the in-
fluence of psychological and social factors on physical activity levels.  
This research takes place 100% online and begins with an eligibility screening questionnaire. Upon being 
deemed eligible, participants will be asked to complete a series of questionnaires assessing experiences of 
social support, resilience, emotion regulation, and control beliefs in addition to their current physical activity 
levels. These questionnaires will take approximately 30 minutes.  After completing these questionnaires, par-
ticipants will be randomized to complete a Brief Action Plan or set a general physical activity goal. For the 
Brief Action Plan, participants will be invited to set a personal goal in improving a lifestyle habit related to 
physical activity. After 2 and 4 weeks, participants will be asked to complete another set of questionnaires to 
assess the barriers and facilitators that you faced in achieving your personal goal. Each of these follow-up 
questionnaires will take under 10 minutes. All of the responses will be kept completely anonymous and con-
fidential. The survey responses will help us investigate the relationship between resilience, emotion regulation, 
social support, control beliefs, and adult health. The findings may allow our team to make health care and 
policy recommendations to promote adult health in our community. In order to participate individuals will 
simply need to click on or type a link into any web browser through any electronic device and complete the 
survey.  This research has been approved by the University of Regina Ethics Board. 
In order to participate in the study, simply follow this link:  
https://uregina.eu.qualtrics.come/jfe/form/SV_afc5bwUuEi6svu6 
 
If you have any questions, feel free to reach out to me, Kelsey Haczkewicz, at kmh978@uregina.ca 



18TH SUNDAY BEFORE PENTECOST                         SEPTEMBER 26, 2021 
19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST                                 OCTOBER 3, 2021                

The theme of Sunday is always Resurrection. 
We invite you to refrain from kneeling during the Divine Liturgy.

THE NEXT TWO WEEKS AT ST. MARY’S  
 
SUN  SEPT 26 18th Sunday after Pentecost 

9:00 am .......................................... Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 
11:00 am.......................................... Divine Liturgy (English) 

FRI OCT 1 Feast of  the Patronage of  the Mother of  God 
9:00 am .......................................... Divine Liturgy  
........................................................ Patronage of the Mother of God Prayer Vigil   

SAT OCT 2 9:00 am .......................................... Divine Liturgy  
5:00 pm........................................... Divine Liturgy  
........................................................ Thanksgiving Outreach Collection begins 

SUN  OCT 3 19th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 am........................................... Divine Liturgy (Ukrainian) 
11:00 am......................................... Divine Liturgy (English) 

SAT   OCT 9 9:00 am .......................................... Divine Liturgy  
5:00 pm........................................... Divine Liturgy 

Today’s special liturgical parts & readings are found on the 
Tropars, Kondaks, Epistle & Gospel Readings handout available at the entrances.

WEDDING PLANS ??- If you are planning to be married at St. Mary’s or any of the Yorkton District 
parishes, please contact Fr. Leonid (306-783-4594) at least six months before the wedding date. 

DEADLINE for submissions to the bulletin Wednesdays at 12:00 Noon.  The next bulletin will 
be printed for Sunday, October 10th.  Please call the Parish Office in the mornings on Tuesday, 
Wednesday or Thursday or email your information to st.mary.yorkton@sasktel.net.

EMAIL BULLETIN - If you would like to have the Bulletin emailed to you please send 
your  request to: st.mary.yorkton@sasktel.net

DEEPEST SYMPATHY  
We  express our sympathy & prayers to the family & friends of    

 +Mary Soloninko who passed away recently.   
Вічная Память      God Grant Her Eternal Rest     Вічная Память

***The Elevator in the Monastery is permanently out of  order*** 
For those with mobility issues,  

please use the ramp on the north side of  the Church.

Attention Knights of Columbus   Re: Charity Appeal 2021  
Brother Knights, dig out  your Charity Appeal tickets, the draw date is not that far away.  

If you need more books please contact:  
                            Dave @ 306-621-3360 or Steve @306-521-1500

THANKSGIVING OUTREACH COLLECTION 
FOR THE MONTH OF OCTOBER 

 
This Thanksgiving, the Outreach Committee of St. Mary's Church  

encourages you,our Parishioners, to remember those less fortunate.   
Due to Covid restrictions, we are unable to collect any food items.  Monetary donations only. 

 
Please note that there is a Thanksgiving Outreach Envelope for October in the Sunday Offering envelope box.  

Outreach donation envelopes are also available at each entrance of the church. 

Rachel’s Vineyard  ~ Ministry of Saskatchewan 2021 Retreat 
Are you hurting because of an abortion? Rachel's Vineyard is a safe place to renew, rebuild and redeem 
hearts broken by abortion. Weekend retreats offer you a supportive, confidential and non-judgmental en-
vironment where women and men can express, release and reconcile painful post-abortive emotions to 
begin the process of restoration, renewal and healing. Visit our website at www.rachelvineyard.org  
Our next retreat in Saskatchewan will be held Oct 22-24, 2021. 
To register, please contact Elaine at 1-306-480-8911 or email: r.vineyardsk@sasktel.net.

“CANADA NEEDS OUR LADY” ROSARY RALLY 
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 16TH  12:00 NOON 

 
In these times Our Lady comes to remind us of Her Fatima Message and to 
encourage all Her children to comply with Her requests for continuous prayer 
in order to gain peace in the world. “Tell everyone that God gives graces 
through the Immaculate Heart of Mary. Tell them to ask graces from Her...” 
 
The “Canada Needs Our Lady” Rosary Rallies have been held in towns and 
cities across Canada for many years. This year we have received permission 

to hold our 3rd Public Rosary Rally at the public park at Second Avenue and Broadway downtown 
Yorkton. It will begin at 12:00 Noon. 
 
We invite you, we implore you, to join us in prayer so that Our Lady’s promise of a time of 
peace will come, hopefully in our lifetime.

Schedule of  Services in the Yorkton Pastoral District 
**Please note: this schedule is subject to change, please check regularly**  

INSINGER (St. Nicholas) Sunday, October 17 11:00 am Divine Liturgy

YORKTON DISTRICT PARISHES



Saint Maryʼs Building Fund Donations 
 

 
Balance of the Fund to date:   $355,793.40   Thank you very much 

 
Donations may be given anytime. 

All funds collected will be used for the future renovations of our church. 
Building Fund Envelopes are available at the entrances of the Church 

ST. MARY’S CHURCH DONATIONS 
 

In Memory of Dennis Novak 
Tim Caswell                       $ 50.00 Peggy Janek $50.00 
Darran Stamm                       $ 50.00 Mitchell Pockett $50.00 
Ed & Minnie Kuspira           $ 50.00 Larry & Sandra German     $20.00 
Gregory Wagner                    $ 40.00 Irene Dvernichuk $25.00 

 
Thank you for your donations!

                 DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS   
    SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26           

18th Sunday after Pentecost                                   2 Corinthians 9:6-11 ~ Luke 5:1-11 
MON SEPT 27 Martyr Callistratus                 Phiippians 1:1-7 ~ Luke 4:38-44 

           
8:00  am Health for Scott Fitzsimmons........................................Laurie Fedorowich  
TUE   SEPT 28 Confessor Chariton           2 Corinthians 4:6-15 ~ Luke 6:17-23 

 
8:00  am Health & Birthday Blessings for Athen Gazdewich.........Veronica Dutchak 
WED SEPT 29 Venerable Cyriacus            Philippians 1:12-20 ~ Luke 5:33-39 
 
8:00  am +Mike, +Mary, +Emil, +Jeanette and +Georgie Oucharek.......Delores & family 
THU  SEPT 30 Priest Martyr Gregory             Philippian 1:20-27 ~ Luke 6:12-19 

    
8:00  am Health & God’s Blessing for Susan Chupik......................................Nestor 
FRI   OCT 1                                     Hebrews 9:1-7 ~ Luke 10:38-42;11:27-28 
 

9:00 am Feast of the Patronage of the Mother of God 
SAT   OCT 2 Priest Martyr Cyprian   1 Corinthians 15:58-16:3 ~ Luke 5:17-26 
9:00 am Reparation to the Immaculate Heart of Mary...........Prayer Apostolate of Fatima 

 
5:00 pm Members and Families...............................................Knights of Columbus

                 DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS   
    SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3           

19th Sunday after Pentecost                   2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9 ~ Luke 6:31-36 
MON OCT 4 Priest Martyr Hierotheus            Philippians 2:12-16 ~ Luke 6:24-31 
 
8:00  am Successful surgery for Sid....................................................Mom & family 
TUE   OCT 5 Martyr Charitina           Philippians 2:16-23 ~ Luke 6:37-45 
 
8:00  am +Bella Gulka............................................................Stella & Kevin Romick 
WED  OCT 6 Apostle Thomas        1 Corinthians 4:9-16 ~ John 20:19-31 
 
8:00  am Health & God’s Blessings for Leroy Persick.......................Lena Popowich 
THU  OCT 7 Sergius and Bacchus    Philippians 3:1-8 ~ Luke 7:17-30 

       
8:00  am +Deceased Family Members...................................................Anna Gulka 
FRI    OCT 8 Venerable Pelegia              Philippians 3:8-19 ~ Luke 7:31-35 

 
8:00  am Health & Salvation for the Yawney Families.....................................Family 
SAT  OCT 9 Apostle James, son of Alpheus 1 Corinthians 4:9-16 ~ Luke 10:16-21 
9:00 am Thanksgiving............................................................................Anna Gulka 

 
5:00 pm Health & God’s Blessings for Sophia Pisiak....Wes & Lorraine Dombroski 

DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS - If you are making an offering for this service by cheque, please 
make your cheque payable to: Ukrainian Catholic Mission  
**In accordance with the Eparchial Stipend Schedule (effective November 1, 2017), the  sug-
gested stipend (offering)  for a Divine Liturgy Intention is $20.00.  
**NEW** You can find Liturgy Request Forms with envelopes at the Church Entrances.  

Once you have completed the form, place it in the envelope with your stipend, seal the  
envelope and drop into the collection plate or through the mail slot in the Rectory.

CHURCH DONATIONS- To ensure  that  your donation is  properly recorded and acknowledged, please 
mark your envelope and the memo line on your cheque "In memory of..." or “On the occasion of...”

PARISH DIRECTORIES ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICK UP 
at the Parish Office during regular office hours  

9:00 am - 12:00 Noon, Tuesday to Thursday. 
If  you are unable to pick up your directory  

call Rose Maleschuk at 306-621-4987 for delivery.

Little Angels Classes 
Any families who have children aged 3-6 years of age and  

are interested in attending Little Angels classes  
during the Sunday 11:00 am Divine Liturgy  

please call Rose Maleschuk at 306-621-4987.



TROPARS, KONDAKS, EPISTLE & GOSPEL FOR 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 26 

18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 

 

 
Tropar, tone 1: Though the stone was sealed by the Jews* and soldiers guarded Your most 
pure body,* You arose, O Savior, on the third day,* and gave life to the world.* And so the 
heavenly powers cried out to You, O Giver of life:* Glory to Your resurrection, O Christ!* Glory 
to Your kingdom!* Glory to Your saving plan,* O only Lover of Mankind. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and for ever and 
ever. Amen! 
 
Kondak, tone 1:  You arose in glory from the tomb* and with Yourself You raised the world.* 
All humanity acclaims You as God, and death has vanished.* Adam exults, O Master,* and 
Eve, redeemed now from bondage, cries out for joy:* “You are the One, O Christ, Who offer 
resurrection to all.” 
 
Prokimen, tone 1: Let Your mercy, O Lord, be upon us, as we have hoped in You.            
                   Verse: Rejoice in the Lord, O you just; praise befits the righteous. 
 
Epistle: A reading from the Second Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. (9: 6 - 11) 
 
Brothers and Sisters! He who sows sparingly will reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully 
will reap bountifully. Everyone must give according to what he has inwardly decided; not 
sadly, not grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver. God can multiply his favors among you 
so that you may always have enough of everything and even a surplus for good works, as it 
is written: “He scattered abroad and gave to the poor, his justice endures forever.” He who 
supplies seed for the sower and bread for the eater will provide in abundance; he will multiply 
the seed you sow and increase your generous yield. In every way your liberality is enriched; 
through us it results in thanks offered to God.

Alleluia Verses:  
God gives me vindication, and has subdued peoples under me. 
Making great the salvation of the king, and showing mercy to His anointed, to David,    

            and to His posterity for ever. 
 
Gospel: Luke 5: 1 - 11 
 
At that time as he stood by the Lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd pressed in on him to 
hear the word of God, he saw two boats moored by the side of the lake; the fishermen had 
disembarked and were washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging 
to Simon, and asked him to pull out a short distance from the shore; then, remaining seated, 
he continued to teach the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking he said 
to Simon, “Put out into deep water and lower your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, 
“Master, we have been hard at it all night long and have caught nothing; but if you say so, 
I will lower the nets.” Upon doing this they caught such a great number of fish that their 
nets were at the breaking point. They signaled to their mates in the other boat to come 
and help them. These came, and together they filled the two boats until they nearly sank. 
At the sight of this, Simon Peter fell at the knees of Jesus saying, “Leave me, Lord. I am 
a sinful man.” For indeed, amazement at the catch they had made seized him and all his 
shipmates, as well as James and John, Zededee’s sons, who were partners with Simon. 
Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid. From now on you will be catching men.” With that 
they brought their boats to land, left everything, and became his followers. 
 
Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. 
                                  Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 



Alleluia Verses:  
The Lord will hear you in the day of tribulation; the name of the God of Jacob will shield you. 
 
Lord, grant victory to the king, and hear us in the day that we shall call upon You. 
 
Gospel:  Luke 6: 31 - 36 
 
The Lord said: “Do to others what you would have them do to you. If you love those who love 
you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those 
who do good to you, how can you claim any credit? Sinners do as much. If you lend to those 
from whom you expect repayment, what merit is there in it for you? Even sinners lend to sinners, 
expecting to be repaid in full. Love your enemy and do good; lend without expecting repayment. 
Then will your recompense be great. You will rightly be called sons of the Most High, since he 
himself is good to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be compassionate, as your Father is compas-
sionate.” 
 
 
Communion Hymn: Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise Him in the highest. 
                                 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

TROPARS, KONDAKS, EPISTLE & GOSPEL FOR 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 3 

19TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
 
Tropar, tone 2: When You went down to death, O Life Immortal,* You 
struck Hades dead with the blazing light of Your divinity.* When You 
raised the dead from the nether world,* all the powers of heaven cried 
out:* “O Giver of life, Christ our God, glory be to You!” 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; now and for ever and ever. 
Amen! 
 
Kondak, tone 2: You rose from the tomb, O almighty Savior;* and Hades, seeing this wonder, was 
stricken with fear; and the dead arose.* Creation saw and rejoices with You, and Adam exults.* And 
the world, my Savior, sings Your praises for ever. 
 
Prokimen, tone 2: The Lord is my strength and my song of praise, and He has become my salvation. 
                   Verse: The Lord has indeed chastised me, but He has not delivered me to death. 
 
Epistle: A reading from the Second Letter of the Holy Apostle Paul to the Corinthians. (11: 31 - 12: 9) 
 
Brothers and Sisters! The God and Father of the Lord Jesus knows --- blessed be he forever --- 
that I do not lie. In Damascus the ethnarch of King Aretas was keeping a close watch on the city in 
order to arrest me, but I was lowered in a basket through a window in the wall and escaped his 
hands. I must go on boasting, however useless it may be, and speak of visions and revelations of 
the Lord. I know a man in Christ who, fourteen years ago, whether he was in or outside his body I 
cannot say, only God can say --- a man who was snatched up to the third heaven. I know that this 
man --- whether in or outside his body I do not know, God knows --- was snatched up to Paradise 
to hear words which cannot be uttered, words which no man may speak. About this man I will boast; 
but I will do no boasting about myself unless it be about my weaknesses. And even if I were to boast 
it would not be folly in me because I would only be telling the truth. But I refrain, lest anyone think 
more of me than what he sees in me or hears from my lips. As to the extraordinary revelations, in 
order that I might not become conceited I was given a thorn in the flesh, an angel of Satan to beat 
me and keep me from getting proud. Three times I begged the Lord that this might leave me. He 
said to me, “My grace is enough for you, for in weakness power reaches perfection.” And so I willingly 
boast of my weaknesses instead, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.


