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Our Mother of Perpetual Help
155 Catherine Street, Yorkton, SK S3N 0B9
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DATE TimE EPISTLE CANTOR USHERS ORGANIST
Sat Dec 16 | 5:00 pm Dan Doug Falconer
English MacLean Paul Shewchuk
Sun DEc 17 ) Ukrainian
Sunday of the 9-09 am lvan COIGﬁ_e Catholic
Holy Fore-Fathers | Ukrainian Bachynskyy Karapita Brotherhood
11:00 am Gwen Laurie Fedorowich Richard Zulyniak Iris
English Bilyk Ron Wizniak Myron Kulasa Skehar
Sat DEC 23 | 5:00 pm Peter John Ostrowercha
English Kobylka Vicky Ostrowercha
Sun DEec 24 } Ukrainian
Eve of 10:00 am Catholic
the Nativity Brotherhood
7:00 pm Eleanor Laurie Fedorowich L Johrz_j UPhryR | Iris
i Sh iZzni eonard Puchala
English umay Ron Wizniak Carl Pacholka Skehar
9:30 pm Lome Ed Yeainian
- ] Catholic
Ukrainian Stechyshyn Pindus Brotherhood
SUNDAY [[Receivedin 172 Regular ENVelopes ..............cccceeveccveceicieneeieeseeneennn. $ 3,678.00
COLLECTION i
Lo0se CollECHON .....viiei $244.75
Dec 10
2017 Received in 42 Other ENVelopes ...........ccocovvviiiiiiieiiieie e seseese e $ 975,00
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Covenant of Care

CoVENANT oF CARE ABUSE AND MiscoNDucT PRoTOCOL

The Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy of Saskatoon Covenant of Care Abuse and

Misconduct Protocol is designed to ensure that all allegations of physical and sexual
abuse and other misconduct are handled responsibly, transparently and with all due
care and attention. To speak to someone about a concern please contact your Pastor,

Parish Coordinator of Care (PCC) Geraldine Koban at 306-782-0270 or Deb Larmour, Eparchial Coordi-
nator of Care at (306)653-0138 ext. 228 or email: covenantofcare @skeparchy.org

More information is available on the Eparchial Website, www.skeparchy.org

CONTACT INFORMATION
OFFICE: st.mary.yorkton@sasktel.net PAsTOR: blukie@gmail.com
WEeB: www.saintmarysyorkton.com EPARCHY OF SASKATOON: www.skeparchy.org
EPARCHIAL PAsTORAL COUNCIL - Pat Thompson 306-782-9425  Geraldine Koban 306-782-0270
ParISH CouNciL PRESIDENT - Gwen Bilyk 306-782-4093

KniGhTs oF CoLumBus - Dave Spelay  306-782-5320 UCWLC - Doreen Rathgeber 306-782-1527
UCBC - Larry German  306-782-2461 CuLTuRAL CENTRE-  Russ Thompson 306-782-9425
GOLDEN AGERS - Verna Moroz ~ 306-783-6293 CuturAL CENTRE MANAGER - Stan Shymanski 306-782-1010

Youne Aputt MiNisTRY OFFICE - Phone: 1-204-799-1060  EmAIL: rymcssr@gmail.com

Christ is Among Us ! Xpuctoc Nocepepn Hac !
He is and will be ! €ioype!

The parish community of St. Mary’s extends a warm
Welcome - Bitaemo
to everyone who is with us today, especially all visitors.
We are pleased that you have come to pray with us this Sunday. May the Lord bless You.

Pastoral Care of the DivINE LITURGY SCHEDULE
Ukrainian Redemptorists
Fr. Bohdan Lukie, CSsR - Pastor SUNDAY
Fr. Raymond Lukie, CSsR - Assistant Pastor | Saturday 5:00 pm  English
Fr. Methodius Kushko,CSsR - Assistant Pastor |  Sunday 9:00 am  Ukrainian
OFFicE HOURS Monday - Friday 11:00 am  English
9:15am -12:00 pm 1:00 pm - 4:30 pm
Office 306-783-4594 HoLy Davs
Info Line 306-782-0654 9:00 am
SicK CALLS - Anytime
BAPTISMS & MARRIAGES™ by Appointment WEEKDAYS _
*Please contact the pastor at least six 8:00 am Monday - Friday
months before the wedding date. 9:00 am Saturday




Greetings in the Lord Jesus Christ! UPCOMING EVENTS
Yes, it truly is good and even wonderful to be here at iy
St. Mary's, sharing your faith journey and coming to recog- nggmgg: gg ggﬂﬂf Ihgul\r/llc;%rgr of God
nize the good Lord, as we strive to come to know Him and December 27  Feast of St. Stephen
cherish His great and majestic I_ove for you and me. We December 27 Knights of Columbus Bingo 1:00 pm
%Egg'z rp?rzrseelr?c%ui:] gﬁmﬁ/iv—voitr ?Qlﬁertg ilgirgrﬂdufé(r? ?r:l::(nvs: December 28  Golden Agers Birthdays and Anniversaries 1:00 pm
. . January 1 Circumcision of Our Lord - St. Basil's - New Year's
can be ensured of our salvation and eternal ife... January 5 Vigil of Theophany Solemn Water Blessing & Divine Liturgy
How often many of us come to church on Sunday ex- January 6 Feast of Theophany
pecting everything to be in place and to run smoothly. We . January 8 Knights of Columbus Meeting 7:00 pm
come, we pray and we leave, and possibly, that is the extent of our church involve- January 8 UCWLC Meeting 7:00 pm
ment. Oh yes, we _toss in our church envelope and that's it! ' _ January 8 Cultural Centre Board Meeting 6:00 pm
Do we rea_llze that many, many volunteers are very actively and freely in- January 14 First Solemn Holy Communion Class 9:45 am
églgsei,xic;f:en behind the scene — in order that the parish and the Church can and January 16 Parish Council Meeting 7:00 pm
We have volunteers on Parish Council, in the UCWLC, the Knights of j:gﬂ::y ;g Ukra!n!an Cathol!c Brotherhood Bingo 7100 bm
. . y Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood Meeting 7:00 pm
Columbus, the Men's Brotherhood, the Golden Ager's Club, the Parish Choir, the February 13 Holy Rosary Hour 12:00 Noon
Church Decorating group, the Adult Bible studies, the Children's programs, etc. We
do have volunteers who raise money that we might continue to operate — be it the P
Bingo which has sponsored so many projects, or making Perogies which demands Q[éSSlng Qfﬂbmes at ‘Tﬁeqpﬁan}/
dozens of willing workers or selling items of interest or hosting bazaars, bake sales, _ _ ~ ,
raffles, etc., etc! In the days following Theophany, the Fathers will be visiting and blessing 4
Do we truly realize how much we have to be thankful for? Honest — our the homes of parishioners with the newly blessed "Jordan Water". If you wish to
Church could never, never, never survive without ALL this voluntary assistance! May have your home blessed please fill out the bottom portion of this page and drop it ¥
the good Lord bless them all and may He also encourage even more to offer their in the collection basket or drop it off at the rectory office.
talents for the greater glory of God and humankind.... We do appreciate all that you
do! Thank You! HOME BLESSING 2018
As we prayerfully prepare for Christ-mas, may | share a special poem that
can be a source of inspiration — for you and me.... Name Address Phone
The Knots Prayer _ _ o . .
Dear God: Please untie the knots that are in my mind, my heart and my life. Most Suitable time to visit: Morning __ Afternoon __ Evening __
Remove the have nots, the can nots and the do nots that | have in my mind.
Erase the will nots, the may nots, might nots that find a home in my heart. p[anning to get married in 20182 Qongrafulaﬁong!
Release me from the could nots, would nots and should nots that obstruct my life. , , _
And most of all, Dear God, | ask that you remove from my mind, my heart The Eparchy of Saskatoon Marriage Preparation Program “Crown them with
and my life all of the 'am nots'that | have allowed to hold me back, Honour and Glory” will take place in Saskatoon on Saturday March 24, 2018, 8:00 am
especially the thought that | am not good enough. Amen. to 7:00 pm. At the Chancery Office, 214 Ave M South. At this one day intensive course
o ) you will be immersed in the beauty and richness of our unique wedding ceremony and
Wishing all of you a wonderful, beautiful, peaceful learn within that context some of the keys to a happy lifelong marriage.
and loveful Christ-mas —_Yes, the Reason for the Season wﬁ Please speak immediately with your Pastor Fr. Bohdan about your plans.
is the birth of Jesus Christ! - For more information and to register for the course email Deborah Larmour at uwitness2family@skeparchy.org




SunDAY oF THE HoLy FORE-FATHERS DECEMBER 17, 2017

% CHRIST THE TEACHER CATHOLIC ScHooLS NEws

The theme of Sunday is always Resurrection.

We invite you to refrain from kneeling during the Divine Liturgy.

Today’s special liturgical parts & readings are found in the
Tropars, Kondaks, Epistle & Gospel Readings
booklets that are found at the entrances of the church.
Next Week’s Readings: Epistle - Hebrews 11:9-10;17-23;32-40 Gospel - Matthew 1:1-25

Dec 18 - 22
SACRED ST. ST. ST. ST. ST.
HEART | ALPHONSUS | MARY’s [MICHAEL'S Paul’s THEODORE’S
Christmas Advent Christmas
MoN Concert Celebration Concert at
1:00 pm & 7:00 pm 12:30 pm Health Centre
Advent Christmas
TUES Celebrayon 9 gm %8805,};5
Food Drive/Giving '
Tree Deadline
PJ Day Christmas
Weo 9900 am y 11:45am
Advent Christmas Mass
THURS Celebration 9:30 am
9:00 am
FRI CHRISTMAS HoLIDAYS DECEMBER 22"° - JANUARY 3R°
| | | | |

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT

There will be no Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament from Tuesday, December 12"
until Tuesday, February 20%. It will resume on Tuesday, February 27%.

THis WEEK AT ST. MARY’S
SUNDAY 9:00 @M. Divine Liturgy
9145 @M. 1st Solemn Holy Communion Class (plus - Parents’ Class)
10:00 @M. Bible Study DVD Series (Church Basement)
11:00 @M. Divine Liturgy
2:00 PM.iiiiiiiieees UCBC Regular & Annual Meeting
TUESDAY 6:00 PM.vvrireieccce e Parish Council Meeting
WEDNESDAY  6:00 PM...cvcvririicieecece e Christmas Reconciliation (Confessions)
THURSDAY 10:30 @M. Divine Liturgy at Gladstone Seniors’ Residence
B:00 PM.eviiiiiieee s Cultural Centre Board Meeting
SATURDAY 9:00 @M..ocvcvirireiiccee e Divine Liturgy
5:00 PMecriiiiiireecereee s Divine Liturgy

SuprPORT SCSBA’s ScHooLs You CAN BELIEVE IN FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN

Help ensure Catholic education is available to all who choose it, no matter the reason, for future
generations. Donate to support the legal appeal of the Theodore court-case ruling and keep re-
sources in our classrooms. A permanent reversal through the appeals process (which will likely
go to the Supreme Court of Canada) is needed to maintain funding for all who choose Catholic
faith-based education. Donate through to January 31, 2018! Province Wide: Either drop off a
cheque at your local division office, local school or go online at www.catholicedspirit.ca.

WEDDING PLANS ?7?- If you are planning to be married at St. Mary’s or any of the Yorkton District
parishes, please contact Fr. Bohdan (306-783-4594) at least six months before the wedding date.

DEADLINE for submissions to the bulletin is Tuesdays at 4:30 pm.

Christmas Reconciliation (Confessions)
will be held on Wednesday, December 20t at 6:00 pm with Divine Liturgy at 7:00 pm.

YORKTON DISTRICT PARISHES

Schedule of Services in the Yorkton Pastoral District
**Please note: this schedule is subject to change, please check regularly**

BEAVERDALE Monday, December 25 10:00 am Christmas Divine Liturgy
CALDER Monday, December 25 10:00 am Christmas Divine Liturgy
MELVILLE Sunday, December 17 10:00 am Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 24 5:30 pm God is with Us & Divine Liturgy

Qffering 2018 Just A REMINDER...
E/liv,(%pg\s CHURCH OFEERING All contributions and
Sz donations that require
%"\/“'"'” ENVELOPES a tax receipt for 2017
ARE AVAILABLE FOR PICKUP must be in the Parish Office by:
AT THE EAST ENTRANCE. Wednesday, December 27th.

DEEPEST SYMPATHY

We express our sympathy & prayers to the family & friends of
+Fred Zwirsky who passed away recently.

BiyHaa MamAate  God Grant Him Eternal Rest BiuHaa NMamAaTtb




Sunday of the Holy Fore-Fathers

DIVINE LITURGY INTENTIONS
SuNDAY, DECEMBER 17
Colossians 3:4-11 ~ Luke 14:16-24

Saint Mary’s Building Fund Donations :
Balance of the Fund to date: $ 323,345.22 Thank you very much

Donations may be given anytime.
All funds collected will be used for the future renovations of our church.
Building Fund Envelopes are available at the entrances of the Church

ST. MARY’S CHURCH DONATIONS

In Memory of Nick Chaikowsky
Peter Wyatt $ 40.00
Thank you very much

MON Dec 18 Martyr Sebestian Hebrews 3:5-11,17-19 ~ Luke 20:27-44
8:00 am +Betty BrezinsKi........oooiiiiiiiiiii e Agnes Gawryluik
8:00 am +EIsie DeniSChUK...........oooiiiiiii e Mary, Stephanie & Elsie
8:00 am +Dmytro, +Mykhaylo, +Petro, +Maria and +Dmytro................cc..cc......... Anna Gulka
TUE Dec 19  Martyr Boniface Hebrews 4:1-13 ~ Luke 21:12-19
8:00 am God'’s Blessings for Nicholas Koshman (95th Birthday)............... Margaret & family
8:00 am Health for Fr. Bohdan Lukie, CSsSR.........ccccceviiiiiniinnn. Athen & Emily Gazdewich
8:00 am God’s Blessings for the Yorkton Redemptorists & SSMI.......................... UCWLC
WED Dec 20 Priest Martyr Ignatius Hebrews 5:11-6:8 ~ Luke 21:5-8,10-11,20-24
8:00 am FIMIKE ChOPLY...uviiiiiiiiiiiieiee e a e Alice & family
8:00 am FHNAt PiSiaK........cooiiiiiie e wife Sophia
8:00 am +Steve & Nettie MySKO..........o.cooeeeieiiiieiiieiiieeeeeeeeeeeee Judy Majkut
THU Dec 21  Martyr Juliana Hebrews 7:1-16 ~ Luke 21:28-33
8:00 am FEVIN KryWUIEK. ..o Mom & Dad
8:00 am FMary Lazurko......c.cooieiiiiiiicee e Russell & Irene Andrusyk
8:00 am +Michael & Sophie ROAYCH..........ccccuuviiiiiiiiieiceeceee e Family
FRI Dec 22  Great Martyr Anastasia Hebrews 7:18-25 ~ Luke 21:37-22:8
8:00 am @ +Taras Kardynal............cccooeee, Ukrainian Catholic Brotherhood
8:00 am S ABIYAN BOZEK. ..o sister Mary
SAT Dec 23  Saturday before the Nativity Galatians 3:8-12 ~ Luke 13:19-29
9:00 am Health & God’s Blessings for Peter & Anna Gulka................. Ernie & Ann Cherewyk
5:00 pm Members & FamilieS........coooiiiiiiii e Knights of Columbus

CHURCH DONATIONS
To ensure that your donation is properly recorded and acknowledged, please mark your
envelope and the memo line on your cheque "In memory of..." or “On the occasion of...”

A Traditional
Ukrainian Christmas Liturgg Broadcast

From St. Mary's Ukrainian Catholic Church
GX94: 940 AM
Christmas Day - Monday, December 25" at 9:00 am

The 90 minute program will include: The Christmas Compline (Povecheriye), the Divine Liturgy,
Ukrainian Carols and Christmas greetings on behalf of the parish.

If you are not in the listening area, tune in to: www.gx94radio.com (http://cjgx.streamon.fm)
We hope you will tune in to our program.

DivINE LITURGY INTENTIONS - If you are making an offering for this service by cheque, please
make your cheque payable to: Ukrainian Catholic Mission

**In accordance with the New Eparchial Stipend Schedule (effective November 1, 2017), the
recommended stipend (offering) for a Divine Liturgy Intention is now $20.00.

EMAIL BULLETIN - If you would like to have the Bulletin emailed to you please send

your request to: cssrmonastery@sasktel.net

THE CATECHISM OF THE UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
CHRIST - OUR PASCHA IS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE IN ENGLISH!

This is the perfect time to read the Catechism! As we prepare ourselves to celebrate
the Nativity of our Lord (Christmas), read the Catechism as a family and learn more
about the Annunciation to the Virgin Mary, the Birth of our Lord and His Baptism in
the Jordan. Learn more about the Christian vocation and why God created us and
how much He loves us! Learn more about prayer and the Holy Mysteries (Sacra-
ments). Learn more about how to be a Christian family, and the domestic Church. It's all found in the Cate-
chism—online starting December 1, 2017 at the RoyalDoors website, where you can find many resources

Christ Our Pascha

Musee UKrAINA MUSEUM INC.
2018 CASH LOTTERY CALENDARS

CosT $20 EACH FOR 365 DRAWS

Available from : Elizabeth Zahayko 306-783-6232 Joyce Kniaz 306-621-8827 Peter Moroz 306-783-6293
Makes a great birthday, anniversary or Christmas gift.

for Ukrainian Catholics. See royaldoors.net.

UKRAINIAN CATHOLIC BROTHERHOOD

ANNUAL MEETING & REGULAR MEETING
WILL BE HELD TODAY - SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17™ AT 2:00 PM

All Members are urged to attend.




SUNDAY DECEMBER 24
Christmas Eve (Fast Day) - Haee4yep’si Pi3dea (llicm)
Yorkton: 10:00 am Divine Liturgy Cnyx6a boxa

7:00 pm God is With Us Service (Eng)

7:30 pm Divine Liturgy (Eng)

9:30 pm God is With Us Service (Ukr)
10:00 pm Divine Liturgy (Ukr)

Melville: 5:30 pm God is With Us Service & Divine Liturgy
MoONDAY DECEMBER 25
Christmas Day - Pizdeo
Yorkton: 10:00 am Christmas Divine Liturgy (Eng)
Beaverdale: 10:00 am Christmas Divine Liturgy (Eng)
Calder: 10:00 am Christmas Divine Liturgy (Eng)
TUESDAY DECEMBER 26
Sobor of the Blessed Mother - Co6op lNpec. bo2zopoduui

Yorkton: 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 27

Feast of St. Stephen - ce. CmedghaHa
Yorkton: 9:00 am Divine Liturgy

Xpuctoc Paxapaerbca !

LlepkBa MaTtepi boXxoi HeycTaHHOiI [ToMoui
St. Mary’s Ukrainian Catholic Church
MopsaAoK borocAyxeHb 2017-2018 Schedule of Service

SuUNDAY DECEMBER 31

Yorkton: 9:00 am (Ukr) Divine Liturgy
11:00 am (Eng) Divine Liturgy

MoNDAY JANUARY 1

Circumcision of Our Lord - O6pi3zaHHsi " H.I.X.
St. Basil the Great - Cb. Bacunisi Bennukoz2o

Yorkton: 9:00 am Divine Liturgy
FRIDAY JANUARY 5
Theophany Eve (Fast Day) Haeeyepsi bozosieneHHs (llicm)
Solemn Water Blessing Bpouucte BogocBaTTtA
Yorkton: 6:30 pm Divine Liturgy (Eng)
SATURDAY JANUARY 6
Theophany (Jordan) - BozosieneHHsi (MopdaH)
Solemn Water Blessing Bpouucte BogocBaTTtA
Yorkton: 9:00 am Divine Liturgy (Ukr)
5:00 pm Divine Liturgy
SUNDAY JANUARY 7
Yorkton: 9:00 am (Ukr) Divine Liturgy
11:00 am (Eng) Divine Liturgy
Calder: 10:00 am Divine Liturgy (with Water Blessing)

Christ Is Born'!




Cnasa Icycy Xpucrty!

CborogHi posnosim Bam npo Bucneemcbkun BoroHb \
Mupy — Le BOroHb, WO NOCTIHO ropuTb y Budneemi B ACKMHI g~
Ha Micui HapomXeHHA Icyca XpucTta. CsiTno Budneemcbkoro
Mwupy € cumBOnOM Tenna, M1py, 3n1aroau, AyweBHOro CnokKow
Ta nboBM A0 Ntoaen i oo CBITy.

Akuito nowmpeHHAa Budgneemcbkoro BorHio Mupy 3ano-
yaTkyBana 6 1986 poky aBcTpincbka Tenepaaiokomnania ORF
3 micTa JliHu. 13 camoro noyaTKy akuiA niaHysanacA 3 MeTol
NiATPUMKN HEMNOBHOCMPAaBHUX AiTeNn Ta ycix, XTo noTpebye fo-
nomoru Ta yBarun B nepeapisgBAHuM 4vac. Lo 6naropogHy
cnpasy Bigpasy B3ANM B CBOI PYKM aBCTPINCLKI ckayTu, AKi 6e-
pyTb BoroHb 3 Budpneemy i B cneujianbHin namnagi TpaHcnop-
TYIOTb Moro nitakom oo AscTpii. [icna ypounctocTen y BigeHcbkoMy KadeapanbHomy
cob6opi BOHM nepeaatoTb BoroHb 3 pyk B pyku A0 CyCigHiX KpdiH. Budneemcbknin BoroHb
Mwpy maHppye yepes 6araTto KOpAOHIB i NOTpansiAe 4o BCiX, XTO YeKae Ha CBITN0 Hagii
y nepenaeHs PisgoBa XpucTtoBoro.

B nuctonagi 2000 poky, konv Budneem oxonvna BinHa, BUrnagano, wo BoroHb
TOro POKY Hefdinae 0o pewTu CBiTy, ane 12-niTHiN NnanecTUHCLKUIN cKayT B3AB Len Bo-
roHb 3 MicLA XpecToBoro HadoOXKEHHA i AKOCH MOHIC Lie [0 KopAoHy. Tam Big Hboro Bo-
roHb Bifibpanu i3pdinbCbki ckayTunocniwwnm 3 BorHem oo aeponopty B Tene ABiB' i
nepegann BoroHb gani. LLle Hikonun cnoea

«llanom» i «Canaam AnedKym» Hemanu rnmboKoro 3Ha4YeHHA.

A YkpdiHi Bucbneemcbkumin BoroHs Mupy Bxxe maOwe dbadsrtf pokis nowmpiooTb
yKpdiHCbKi ckayTn, ynenu Mnacty. BoHn Be3yTb BoroHb ndisgamu n aBTamm Big Micta
00 MiCTa i 3aHOCATb NOro & LLepKBU, Aep>KaBHi YCTaHOBW, LWKOMW, OUTAYI NPUTYNKK, Oy-
OVHKU ONA cTapuis, NikapHi, Wob KoXxHa NanHa, a ocobnuseo Ti, XTO NepebyBatoTs fa-
neko Big cBOIX AoMIB nig yac Pisgsa, mornu Big4yTv Tensio Budneemcbkoi 3ipku.

loneAa Bucdneemcbkoro BorHio ctana 6aratboM JOMOBHEHHAM Mif Yac CBATKY-
BaHHA PizgBa. [ekoTpi ntogu HecyTb OOAOMY XMBE Nonym'a abo racATb pas 3ananeHy
BiA Budneemcbkoro BorHio cBiuKy, AKY 3HOBY 3anastoTb BOOMA (3@ TBEPAXXEHHAM
CBALLEHVKIB, Bif] LIbOro CBATICTb BOrHio He BTpa4YaeThbCH).

Mepwwin pas, Wwo yKpdiHCbKi ckadTu (nnacTyHu) gictann Bugpneemcobkmi Bo-
roHb Mupy 6yno 2008-ro poky. CkayTu 3 ABCTpil npuBesnu nixtap 3 BorHem Ha neto-
Buwe JFK B Hio Mopky, Wwob nepegatn Noro amepmkaHCcbKnum ckadTam, AKi nprixanu
aBToMm 3 MiHHeanonicé. BoroHb nowwmptoBaecA no uinii Amepuui i Kanagi, HaBiTb 0o
Mekc'ko. Liboro poky Budneemcbkunin BoroHs Mupy 3HanwoB gopory Takox i Ao BiH-
Hinery i M1 3 BE/IMKOIO pagicTio NPUMHAMM NOro A0 Hawoi LepksBu. BiH ropiTime y Hawwin
uepksi oo VlopaaHy. Tenep My noYnHaemo uen Tpanuuia TyT!

Hexan BoroHb Mupy 6yae pincium cumsonom Tenna, mupy, 3narogu, gy-
LUEeBHOro CNOKOIO Ta 1t060BM A0 Noaen i Ao CBiTy.

Last year we shared about the Bethlehem Flame of Peace,
the fire that constantly burns in Bethlehem in the manger where Jesus \
was born. The light of this fire symbolizes warmth, peace, harmony, tran-
quility and love toward all people of the world.

The project of sharing this Fire of Peace with the world began
in 1986 through the Austrian TV and radio station ORF in Linz. From its
very beginnings this project was meant to support handicapped children
and everyone who needs help and attention before Christmas. This noble
cause was immediately taken up by the Austrian Scouts. The Scouts
took this fire in special oil lamps and transported it via plane to Austria
where during a ceremony in the Viennese Cathedral they give it to rep-
resentatives from many different countries. This flame traveled from hand
to hand and crossed many different boundaries and came to those who await the light of hope before
the feast of Christmas.

In November 2000 it looked as though the Light would not be able to leave war-torn Bethle-
hem. However a 12 year old Palestinian Scout took the flame from the Grotto of Christ’s Birth and
carried it to the border. Here it was received by Israeli Scouts who raced it to the Tel Aviv Airport
where it was passed on. Never before had the words “Shalom” and “Salaam Alekum” (both ex-
pressions of “Peace”) meant so much to the whole world.

Plast, Ukraine’s Scouts, have been bringing the Flame of Peace to many different Ukrainian
towns and villages for almost 25 years. They bring this flame in trains, in cars and by bike to churches,
to government institutions, schools, children’s day cares, old age homes and hospitals so that every
person, particularly those who are far away from their homes, can feel the warmth of the Bethlehem
Star.

For many all over the world the flame from the Bethlehem Flame of Peace has become es-
sential during the celebration of Christmas. Some people bring the live flame home or they blow out
their Bethlehem Flame and re-light it again when they get home (for they are reassured by priests
that the sanctity of this Fire is not lost through this .)

The first time that Ukrainian Canadian (Plast) Scouts received the Bethlehem Flame of
Peace was in 2008. The Austrian Scouts brought an oil lamp with this flame to the JFK airport in New
York where they handed it to the American Scouts who brought it by car from Minneapolis. The Flame
then spread throughout the United States, Canada and Mexico. In 2009 the Bethlehem Flame of
Peace finally found its way to Winnipeg and now we are most pleased to give it a home at St. Mary's.
It stays it in our church until the Feast of Jordan.

This week | transported the Bethlehem Flame here to St. Mary's in Yorkton from Winnipeg
and now we encourage you to purchase a 5 day candle, light it from the Bethlehem candle on the
little altar and then have it peacefully burn in your home during your Christmas celebrations!

May this flame from the Fire of Peace indeed be the symbol of peace, warmth, har-
mony, tranquility and love toward all people of the world.




Pastoral Letter of the Ukrainian Catholic Bishops of Canada
on the Occasion of the Nativity of Our Lord 2017

To the Very Reverend Clergy, Monastics and Religious Sisters, Seminarians and Laity of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Canada,

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.
(John 1:14)

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!
Dear Sisters and Brothers,

For Canadians it has been an extraordinary year of celebrations as we commemorated the 150th
anniversary of Canadian Confederation. Throughout this great nation communities large and small found
their own special way to celebrate. On Canada Day throughout the land there were parades, picnics, family
and neighbourhood barbecues, and, of course, fireworks, bringing the day to a glorious close. In each of
our families, no doubt, we also celebrated other events: a birthday, an anniversary, a wedding, or a gradu-
ation. Celebrations have great meaning as long as we understand what is being celebrated and why we
celebrate it. And even if we don’t completely understand a particular celebration, as is frequently the case
in a multicultural and diverse country such as ours, we can at least tell a joyful celebration from a sorrowful
one.

What does Christmas mean to us? Why do we celebrate it? How do we mark the feast? Our con-
sumer society certainly gives us enough notice of the “holiday season” through endless commercials and
advertising! We are urged to go to Christmas parties, to make our holiday plans well in advance, to purchase
gifts, and to decorate our homes. On various radio and television talk shows we are told to not wait till the
last moment to purchase Christmas presents, to make holiday plans early in order to avoid stress. We may
even know people who begin their Christmas gift shopping for the next year almost as soon as Christmas
is over, already thinking of the people to whom they will want to give a gift, and thus purchasing presents
throughout the entire year. We probably also know people who wait till the very last minute to make plans
and purchase gifts, only to find that their lives have become topsy-turvy. Then the Christmas celebrations
come and go so quickly that all that seemingly remains is an inner emptiness, the so called post-Christmas
doldrums, or the after-Christmas party blues. Is that the meaning of Christmas, a season of frenetic com-
mercial activity? Shouldn't we at least question the motives of those who kick off each “holiday season”
with a “Black Friday?”

In the Gospel of Luke, the Angel of the Lord announces:

“Fear not, for behold, | bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” (2: 10-12)

Then the narrative continues:

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying, “Glory to
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!” (2:13-14)

So, we are celebrating an event infinitely more important than Canadian Confederation, a family
member’s birthday or wedding anniversary. We are celebrating the kind of Good News that comes only
once in human history: the birth of a Saviour, a Messiah. Christmas commemorates an event that continues
to impact the lives of all men and women of faith: the co-Eternal Son of God became one of us, so that
we might share in his Divinity.

Are we ready to celebrate the event, not materially, but spiritually? Did we take advantage of the
Philip's Fast (Pylypivka-Advent) to spend extra time in prayer? Did we limit our food intake and make per-
sonal sacrifices? Did we especially think of the needy, both near and far, and engage in works of charity?
Did we take advantage of the Holy Mystery (Sacrament) of Reconciliation so that we might be able to sing
“God is with us—Emmanuel!” with a pure and open heart? If we have, we truly understand and can ap-
preciate the real reason for the season. If we have not, it is never too late to receive the new-born Saviour
in the stillness of a joyful heart, for his message of good news is offered to all men and women of good
will. Let us ask for the grace needed to understand the incredible significance of the event. Let us pray,
that we might have the courage to proclaim the truth about Christmas, boldly and with faith.

Our rich liturgical poetry for the Feast proclaims:

Today heaven and earth unite, for Christ is born. Today God came to earth in the flesh, and the
human race was lifted up to the heavens. Today, for the sake of all, He is seen in the flesh, the One Who
by nature is invisible. Let us glorify Him, singing: Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace which
Your coming has bestowed on us. O Saviour, glory to You!

May each and every one of you be blessed with a Christmas full of joyful and
profound celebration.
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+ David Motiuk, Eparchial Bishop of Edmonton

+ Stephen Chmilar, Eparchial Bishop of Toronto

+ Ken Nowakowski, Eparchial Bishop of New Westminster

+ Bryan Bayda CSSR, Eparchial Bishop of Saskatoon

INVITATION TO CHRISTMAS PROGRAMS AT MUSEE UKRAINA MUSEUM AND THE KHRAM
(SHRINE) OF THE NUN MARTYRS OLYMPIA AND LAURENTIA.

The Sisters of St. Joseph and Musee Ukraina Museum invite you to three special
evenings of Christmas programming that will be happening at the Khram of the Nun Martyrs
Olympia and Laurentia, and the Museum on December 25, 26 & 27. Each evening will feature
special programming and refreshments. Included will be public viewing of the Sr. Theodosia
Nativity scenes from different parts of the world.

December 25 at 7:00 pm - Religious service at Shrine followed by a Christmas program at the
Museum at 7:30 pm and refreshments.

December 26 & 27 at 7:00 pm - Christmas program and refreshments at Musée Ukraina
Musuem. The Shrine will be opened for those wishing to view the Nativity scenes.




